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TO     THE 

RIGHT    HONOURABLE 
H   E 

LORD-MAYOR, 

The  Right  Worfhipful  the 

Court  of  ALDERMEN, 

And  the  Worthy 

C  O  M  M  O  N-C  O  U  N  C  I  L, 

OF     THE 

CITY  of  LONDON. 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

A  Fellow  Citizen  and  Fellow 
Trader  refpedfully  and  affedtio- 
nately  addrefies  you,  to  defire  your 
Patronage  of  the  following  Narrative, 
and  your  Affiftance  to  forward  the 
Defign  mention'd  in  it.  I  am  induc'd 
to  make  This  Application  to  You,  by 
your  eminent  Zeal  on  all  Occafions  for 
the  Publick  Welfare,  and  by  the  Na- 
ture of  my  Requeft  to  you,  No  Man 

A  2  can 
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can  reafonably  doubt  of  a  favourable 
Reception  from  you,  if  he  comes  in 
behalf  of  his  Country :  And,  My  Lord 
and  Gentlemen,  I  do  riot  ask  you  to 
patronize  any  Thing  of  a  trifling 
Nature,  but  a  Matter  of  national,  of 
univerfal,  of  the  moil  important  Con- 
cern, to  You,  to  the  whole  Kingdom, 
and  to  His  Majefty.  The  great  Source 
of  the  Wealth  and  Strength  of  this 
Trading  Nation,  which  are  the  Safety 
of  the  Nation  and  the  Support  of  the 
Government,  are  our  Woollen  Manu- 
faEluries.  The  total  Decay  of  'Them 
muft  be  attended  with  the  Deftrudion 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  the  Subverfion  of 
the  Conftitution.  If  we,  by  the  Lofs 
of  our  STAPLE  Trade,  continue  every 
Day  to  grow  poorer  and  weaker,  while 
FRANCE,  by  gaining  it,  grows  every 
Day  richer  and  ftronger,  they  will  foon 
be  as  able,  as  they  are  always  ready,  to 
prefcribe  Laws  to  Us.  The  Exporta- 
tion of  our  Wool  to  France  is  the  chief 
Caufe  of  our  Weakness  and  their 
Strength.  By  the  Help  of  our  Wool 

they 
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they  have  been  enabled  to  improve 
their  Manufactures,  and  by  being  able 
to  work  cheaper  than  we  can  poffibly 
do,  they  have  under-fold  and  fup- 
planted  us  in  Foreign  Markets.  An 
effectual  Remedy  for  this  fatal  Evil  has 
been  often  ftudied,  but  never  before  in- 
vented. My  Lord  and  Gentlemen,  I  here 
offer  you  one,  which  I  may  venture  to 
call  an  effectual  one,  becaufe  allowed,  by 
all  Perfons  acquainted  with  Trade,  and 
not  denied,  to  be  fuch,  by  any  of  the 
Miniftry ;  and  by  the  Help  of  which 
I  will  undertake,  under  any  Penalty, 
to  bring,  from  Foreigners^  into  the 
Treafury,  a  Million  yearly,  and  into 
the  Intereft  of  Land  and  Trade^  above 
feven  Millions ;  fo  that  the  King  and 
his  Subjects  have  loft  above  fixty 
Millions,  and  France  have  gained 
above  twice  as  much,  by  my 
Scheme's  not  being  accepted  when  I 
firft  offer'd  it,  near  nine  Years  ago,  re- 
commended by  the  Hands  of  above 
600,000  Traders.  His  Majefty,  when 
J  applied  to  him,  was  moft  gracioufly 

pleas'd 


vi  Dedication. 

pleas'd  to  give  Dire&ions  to  the 
ney  General  to  report  or  form  a  Char- 
ter, but  an  Act  of  Parliament  being 
thought  to  be  necefiary,  I  have  ever 
fince  been  making  a  fruitlefs  Applica- 
tion for  fuch  an  Act,  tho'  my  Scheme 
is  fo  greatly  beneficial  to  his  Majefty 
and  to  the  Nation.  I  have  often  at- 
tempted in  vain  to  get  Accefs  to  his 
Majefty,  in  order  to  reprefent  to  him 
the  true  State  of  our  Trade,  and  the 
dangerous  Confequences  of  it ;  for  I 
have  either  been  refused  Admittance, 
or,  if  admitted,  not  allowed  Time  to 
fpeak  to  his  Majefty.  For  thefe  Rea- 
fons.  My  Lord  and  Gentlemen,  I  moft 
importunately  intreat  you,  not  for  my 
Sake,  but  for  your  own  Sakes,  for  your 
Family 's,  for  your  Country^  for  your 
Kings,  that  you  would  Petition  the 
Parliament,  Or  Addrefs  the  Throne, 
that  I  may  be  heard,  and  my  Scheme 
coniidered.  If  I  be  only  a  bold  and 
ignorant  Pretender,  let  me  be  puniflied 
for  my  Impudence  and  Impertinence ; 
but  if  I  have  Truth  on  my  Side,  I  may 

reafonably 
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reafonably  expect,  on  fo  momentous  a 
Bufineis,  to  be  attended  to  with  fome 
Regard.  I  fhall  then,  I  make  no 
Doubt,  be  able  to  fhevv  that,  unlefs 
we  do  effectually  prevent  the  Exports 
tlon  of  our  WM>  we  muft  unavoidably 
be  ruin'd  ;  that  this  can  never  be  done 
by  Officers^  or  by  any  other  Scheme, 
than  by  an  Univerfal  Regiflry  and 
Charter* 


I 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 
Tour  moft  Refpeclful 
and  Obedient  bumble 

Servant  to  Command 
SAMUEL   WEBBER. 


Lately  Publijtjd^ 
In  FOUR  VOLUMES,  Oftavv. 
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A     SHORT 

NARRATIVE, 

In    Some    LETTERS, 

A  D  D  R  E  S  S'D 

To  the  P  R  i  N  T  E  R  of  the  Weekly  Mtfcellany* 

LETTER      I. 

I  RE  AD  in  your  Paper  of  the  i3th  Inftant  a 
Letter  concerning  the  Woollen  Manufaftures9 
wherein  the  Author  of  it  has  mentioned  me  in  fuch 
a  Manner  as  requires  my  thankful  Acknowledge- 
ment i  and  his  Zeal  for  the  Safety  of  his  Majeftfs 
Government,  and  the  Welfare  of  his  Fellow  SubjeRs* 
may  claim  the  kind  Acceptance  it  has  met  with  from 
the  Publick.  I  may  without  Vanity  appeal  to  my 
Dealings,  for  a  Courle  of  above  forty  Years  in 
Trade,  and  to  the  many  Teflimonies  which  were 
given  of  me,  for  a  proof  of  my  Veracity  and  Inte- 
grity ;  in  Confidence  of  which  I  prefume  to  fend 
you  fome  Account  of  the  State  of  our  Woollen  Ma- 
xufafturies,  fince  my  coming  into  Bufinefs  to  this 
Time.  And  this  I  apprehend  to  be  of  the  more 
Ufe  becaufe  the  Gentlemen,  now  in  Trade,  being  a 
New  Generation,  cannot  pofllbly  be  fuppofed  to 
have  a  juft  Notion  of  the  former  State  of  them,  and 
the  Methods  by  which  they  gradually  funk  into  their 
prefent  low  Condition. 

£  That 
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That  wile  and  glorious  Princefs,  Queen  Eliza- 
gave  all  manner  of  Encouragement  to  the 
Woollen  Manufatfuries,  rightly  judging,  that  there- 
by the  Growth  of  our  Country,  and  the  Labour  of 
our  Countrymen,  in  the  way  of  Trade  and  Com- 
merce, might  bring  to  GREAT  BRITAIN  more 
Wealth  than  the  Mines  of  PERU  and  MEXICO  could 
produce  for  the  Spantfh  Monarchy.  The  Succels 
was  anfwerable  to  the  Wifdom  of  her  Meafures  j 
Trade  -flourimed,  the  Subjects  grew  rich,  her  Ma- 
jefty  was  beloved,  the  Nation  was  efteemed  and 
dreaded.  But,  fome  Time  after,  the  lame  Care 
was  not  taken  for  the  Encouragement  of  our  Wool- 
len Trade^  and  the  Confequence  was  fuch  as  might 
have  been  expected.  I  mall  not  go  back  any  far- 
ther than  my  own  Knowledge  and  Experience  can 
carry  me,  which  is  as  far  as  che  Peace  of  Ryfwick ; 
at  which  Time  I  was  an  Apprentice  and  a  Witmfs  to 
the  flourishing  Condition  of  our  Woollen- Manufaftu- 
ries,  and  of  all  other  Trades  by  that  Means;  of 
the  vafl  Demand,  from  Abroad,  for  our  Goods ; 
and  of  the  flow  of  spanifl}  and  other  Foreign  Coin, 
into  this  Nation,  where  it  was  more  current  than 
our  own.  The  prefcnt  Age  will  hardly  credk  me, 
(though  I  can  prove  it,  and  am  ready  to  prove  it, 
by  undeniable  Teftimonies)  when  I  allure  them,  that 
the  Spanijh  and  Dutch  Merchants  would  come  to  our 
Manufacturers  Houfea  in  the  Country,  and  buy, 
with  ready  Money,  all  the  Goods  we  could  fpare 
from  our  borne  Confumption  ;  and  that  we  often  re- 
futed to  accept  their  Money,  but  kept  our  Goods 
in  our  Warehoufes  for  our  Cuftorners  at  Home.  We 
were  not  then  forc'd  to  let  our  Goods  lie  for  a  Year 
or  two  in  Blackivell-Hall,  Moth-eating,  at  an  expence 
for  Houle-Rent,  Factorage,  and  Difcount  Money  * 
At  this  Time  Wooll  yielded  the  Sheep-Mafter  from 
12  to  14  and  1 6  1.  a  Pack,  and  all  other  Products 
bore  a  proportionable  Price,  as  they  ever  will  be 

found 
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•found  to  do.    This  was  the  then  happy  State  of  the 
Nation  ;  and  from  hence  I  would  obferve  two  Things 
in  Aniwer  to   two  Objections    that  I   have  heard 
made  againft  my  Scheme  for  preventing  the  Expor- 
tation of  any  unmanufactured  Wool^  and  manufac- 
turing it  at  Home,  wz.   ift.  that  we  might  find 
Hands  enough  to  manufacture  our  own  Wool  at 
Home ;  and  2dly,  that  we  might  have,  from  Abroad^ 
a  Demand  for  all  the  manufactured  Goods  that  we 
could  fpare  from  our  own  Coniumption.    There  are 
as  many,  and  I  believe,  many  more  People  in  the 
Nation  novy  than  there  were  then,  that  might  be 
employed    in  our  Manufactories  ;    the  Nature  of 
our  Goods  and  the  Wants  of  Foreigners  for  fuch 
Goods  would  be  the  fame :  So  that  were  there  pro- 
per Care  taken  to  prevent  the  Exportation  of  our 
Wool,  and  proper  Means  ufed  for  manufacturing  it 
ourfelves,    Trade   muft    again,    in  a    few    Years, 
be    reftored     to     its    former    flourishing     Condi- 
tion,   and    all    other  Commodities    bear    a    fuita- 
ble    Price  j    foreign    Money    would    again    find 
its     former    Channel,     run    plentifully    into    this 
Kingdom,    and    by    its    Circulation    enrich    every 
Part  of  it.     I  would  ask  any  Man  to  tell  me  how 
it  comes  to  pafs  that  Portugal  Money  is  to  be  feen 
in  almoft  all  Payments.     Is  it  not  becaufc  their  Mar- 
kets are  fupplied  by  us,  and  the  Balance  of  Trade, 
notwithftanding  trie  great  Quantities  of  their  Wine 
that  we  take  in  return,  is  Ib  greatly  in  our  Favour  ? 
What  is  the  Reafon  that  we  fee  fo  little  of  other 
Foreign  Coin,  but  only  this,  that  tlceir  Markets, 
which   were    formerly    fupplied    with    our   Manu- 
factures, are  now  fupplied  by  others  ?  But  if  we  do, 
as  we   may  do,    prevent  the  Exportation   of  our 
Wool,  we  (hall  put  it  out  of  their  Power  to  make 
thofe  Goods,  and  confcquently  oblige  them  to  buy 
them  of  us. 

B  2  L  E  I  T  E  R    II. 
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IF  after  what  has  been  faid,  the  Intelligent  Rea« 
der  could  be  in  any  doubt  whether  we  have 
Hands  enough  to  Manufacture  all  our  Wool  at 
Home,  let  me  inform  him,  upon  the  Credit  of  a 
noble  Peer,  a  true  Patriot  of  his  Country,  who  took 
the  Pains,  for  the  publick  Good,  to  procure  an  Ef- 
timate  of  the  Number  of  the  Poor  on  the  Parifh 
Rates  in  England,  made  but  four  Years  ago,  that  it 
amounted  then  to  One  Million,  Four  Hundred 
Thoufand  ;  of  which  Number  Three  Hundred 
Thoufand  were  reckon'd  to  be  Orphans,  and  Per- 
Ibns  incapable  of  Work ;  and  the  remaining  One 
Million,  one  Hundred  Thoufand,  fit  for  Labour : 
and  it  ought  to  be  obferv'd,  that  many  who  are  in- 
capable of  Labour,  or  Work  that  requires  much 
Strength,  may  be  able  to  do  fomething  in  the  Wool- 
len Mamifaffuries.  This  was  not  the  miferable  State 
of  the  Poor  while  they  were  in  a  flourifhing  one.  It 
may  be  worth  while  to  enquire  into  the  Beginning  of 
their  Declenfion. 

The  Year  before  the  Peace  of  Ryjwick,  the  Eng- 
Im-i  jealous  leaft  Ireland^  by  being  able  to  Work 
Woollen  Goods  cheaper  than  they  could  do,  would 
by  that  Means  lupplant  them  in  Foreign  Markets^ 
took  the  following  Occafion  to  Cramp  their  free 
Trade  with  other  Nations,  which  they  then  enjoyed. 
'England,  having  reduced  Ireland^  and  reflor'd  to  the 
Proteftants  their  Eftates,  at  that  Time  in  the  Hands 
of  the  Papifts,  the  Irijh  agreed  to  pay  Three  Mil- 
lions of  the  Nine  Millions  Expence  which  that  Exr 
pedition  coft  England^  but  finding  it  difficult  to  raife 
the  Money,  it  was  agreed  between  them  that  Eng- 
land fjiould  bear  that  whole  Expence,  and  that  Ire- 
land fhould  lay  a  Tax  of  four  Shillings  in  the  Pound 
on  all  Woollen  Goods  exported  to  Foreign  Markets, 

Upon 


(    7    ) 

Upon  this,  England  became  fearful  that  the 
not  having,  as  before,  the  Opportunity  of  their 
reign  Trade,  might  Prejudice  the  Englijh  Manufac- 
turies  by  Importing  Woollen  Goods  to  England 
cheaper  than  we  could  have  made  them  here  :  And, 
therefore,  they  prohibited  the  Importation  of  Wool* 
len  Goods  from  Ireland  to  England^  except  only  to 
the  five  Wool  Ports ;  and  fubjected  all  fuch  Goods 
to  Duties  laid  on  them  by  antecedent  Acts  •,  the 
Confequence  of  all  which  was  this ;  the  four  Shillings 
in  the  Pound,  laid  by  the  Irifh  Parliament  on  all 
Woollen  Goods  imported  from  Inland  to  Foreign 
Markets,  made  it  impracticable  for  them  to  deal 
with  other  Nations,  while  the  Duties,  laid  by  the 
Englijh  Parliament  on  all  fuch  Goods  imported  from 
thence  to  Engand,  made  it  as  impoffible  for  them 
to  deal,  upon  Terms  of  any  Profit,  with  us. 

What  now  could  the  Irifh  do?  Not  having  a 
proper  Vent  for  their  Manufactured  Goods,  they  were 
glad  to  feek  out  for  Foreign  Cuftomers  for  their  Un- 
manufactured Woott.  Thus  we  fubverted  the  Irijb 
Manufacturies,  but  at  the  fame  Time  gave  a  great 
Advantage  to  an  Enemy,  much  more  formidable 
than  the  Irifh  could  have  been,  to  our  Englifh  Trade. 
For  France  took  this  Opportunity  of  getting  Wool 
comfrd  from  the  Iri/b,  who  were  willing  to  do  feme- 
thing,  at  leaft,  towards  Manufacturing  it.  The 
Method  of  Running  it  was,  by  skrevving  it  into 
Casks,  with  Shot  covered  with  Butter,  in  order  to 
reduce  it  to  a  proper  Weight.  And,  as  the  French 
thus  got  ccmfrd  Wool  from  Ireland^  fo  upon  difband- 
ing  the  Army  at  the  Peace  of  Ryfeoick,  where  were 
feveral  Soldiers  brought  up  to  the  Woollen  Trade, 
and  then  deftitute  of  a  Maintenance,  France  gave 
them  Encouragement  to  go  over ;  by  which  Means 
they  not  only  got  Materials  and  ufeful  Hands  to  af- 
fift  them  in  carrying  on  their  Manufactories,  but  in- 
genious and  experienced  Heads  to  inftrudt  them  in 
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the  beft  Methods  of  Improvement.  This  was  the 
Beginning  of  the  Growth  of  their  Manufacturies, 
and  the  Decreafe  of  ours^  though  both  were  at  that 
Time  very  fmall  in  comparifon  of  what  they  are 
now.  However  by  fending  their  Goods  to  Foreign 
Markets,  they  leflened  the  Demand  for  ours^  and 
lowered  the  Price ;  Ib  much,  that  Wool  fell  from 
14  and  1 6  Pounds  a  Pack,  to  9  and  1 1. 

Soon  after  this  a  War  enfued,  and  the  French 
were  at  a  Lofs  for  Wool ;  they  had  little  or  none 
but  what  they  took  with  their  Privateers.  I  was  at 
that  Time  in  Trade  for  myfelf,  and  had  confider- 
able  Dealings,  Ib  that  I  was  a  Judge  of  the  then 
State  of  our  Confumption,  an4  the  Price  of  Goods. 
We  had  at  this  Time,  1703,  to  our  felves,  the 
Cloathing  of  all  the  known  World,  except  thofe 
with  whom  we  were  at  War ;  Goods  were  demand- 
ed as  faft  as  we  could  make  them  •,  we  had  our 
own  Price  for  them ;  and  Wool  rpfe  again  from  9 
and  1 1  Pounds,  to  1 2  and  1 4  a  Pack.  I  defire  the 
Reader  would  bear  one  thing  in  Mind  all  the  way, 
that  not  only  the  Demand  for  our  Goods  Abroad 
was  greateft,  but  the  Price  of  them,  and  of  unma- 
nufactured Wool  at  Home  was  higheft,  when  the  leaft 
Wool  was  exported  unmanufaffured. 


LETTER     III. 

AS  I  obferved,  the  War,  which  hindred  the 
French  from  having  any  Quantities  of  our 
Wool^  railed  the  Price  of  it  at  Home,  and  encreafed 
the  Demand,  from  Abroad,  for  our  manufactured, 
Goods  j  and  the  Demand  continued  for  three  or 
four  Years,  Ib  that  we  had  a  .Sale  for  all  that  w  E 
made ;  but  then,  about  1 707,  the  Prices  of  our 
Goods  funk,  and  Wool  was  fallen  from  12  and  14  /. 
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to  9  and  1 1  /.  —  I  "could  not  immediately 
difcern  the  Caufe  of  this  Fall  j  but  in  1708,  whilft 
I  and  feveral  more  were  waiting  for  a  Convoy,  a 
popijh  Merchant,  of  my  Acquaintance,  who  freight- 
ed his  Ship  with  Wool  Ibme  time  after  us,  fell  down 
to  the  Paflage  in  order  to  go  off  with  that  Tide, 
being  refblved,  as  he  faid,  to  lofe  no  Time  in  flay- 
ing for  the  Convoy,  but  venture  without  it.  He  did 
fo  -,  and  we  loon  heard  that  he  was  taken  by  the 
French.  Within  a  Fortnight's  Time  he  brought 
back  the  empty  Veflel,  which  he  pretended  to  have 
ranfomed,  having  left  the  Wool  in  France.  He 
freighted  his  Ship^  again  with  Wool,  ventured  again 
without  a  Convoy i  whilft  we  lay  Hill  waiting  for  one, 
and  he  was  taken  again  by  the  French.  I  knew 
this  Man's  Circumftances  to  be  luch  that  he  had 
neither  Money  nor  Credit  fufncient  to  fuftain  fiich 
.Loflcs,  or  to  pay  luch  Ranfoms.  But,  loon  after, 
in  the  Year  1709,  I  dilcover'd  the  Roguery  of 
thus  venturing  the  Run,  as  they  call  it,  without  a 
Convoy.  I  dealt  in  Company  with  a  Merchant, 
who  being  difappointed  of  his  Freight,  offer'd  to 
be  concerned  with  me,  if  I  would  join  with  him1,  in 
Running  Wool  to  France ;  alluring  me  that  for  three 
Pounds  we  might  have  a  French  Pafs  (as  well  as  I 
remember)  from  a  Perfon  who  lived  at  Edinburgh  -y 
which  Pafles,  if  the  Ship  fell  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Privateers,  were  not  to  be  produced  'till  they  ar- 
rived in  Ibme  Harbour  in  France,  left  they  Ihould 
be  Jerfey  or  Guernfey  Privateers.  I  refufed  his  Offer, 
but  this  explained  to  me  the  Realbn  of  the  fail  of 
our  Wool  (to  8  /.  10  s.  and  9  /.)  and  the  decreafe  of 
our  Trade.  By  thefe  Methods,  as  well  as  by  Cap- 
tures, the  French  got  a  Quantity  of  our  Wool  to  mix 
with  their  coarfe  Wool  (not  worth  above  2  /.  or  2  /. 
105.  a  Pack)  fo  that  they  were  able,  at  a  cheaper 
Rate,  to  lupply  Foreign  Markets  which  ufed  to  buy 
6ur  Goods,  Thus  flood  the  State  of  our  Wool  and 
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Woollen  Manufaffuries  in  Great  Britain  about  the 
Year  1712  ;  and  thus  it  continued  to  decline  'till  the 
Plague  broke  out  in  France ;  at  which  Time  Wool 
was  fallen  to  j  I.  or  7 /.  los.  a  Pack.  From  1712 
to  this  Period,  1719,  or  thereabouts,  befides  the 
Wool  exported  wholly  unmanufactured,  Numbers, 
Thoufands  of  Combers  were  employed  (a  great  many 
of  them  I  myfelf  knew  perlbnally)  by  the  Papifts  in 
Ireland,  which  they  fent  to  France  -,  and  if  any  hap- 
pened to  be  feized  by  inferior  Officers,  or  others,  it 
was  as  conflantly  difcharged,  and  iuffered  to  go 
Abroad.  But  the  Plague  above-mentioned  put  a 
Stop  to  all  Intercourfe  with  France ;  during  which 
Time,  while  they  could  get  none  of  our  Wool,  it 
rofe  from  7  /.  and  7  /.  i  o  s.  a  Pack  to  1 1  /.  or  1 2  /. 
Our  Goods  were  again  called  for  as  fail  as  we  could 
make  them,  and  we  ibid  them  at  whatever  Price  we 
thought  fit  to  let  upon  them.  Thefe  are  undeniable 
Facts,  and  thefe  Facts  undeniably  fhew  not  only  the 
true  Caufes  of  the  decay  of  our  Trade,  but  the  cer- 
tain Method  by  which  it  may  be  redeem'd.  The 
French,  in  proportion  to  the  Quantity  of  Wool  which 
they  have  been  able  to  get  from  us,  have  more  or 
lefs,  fupplanted  us  in  Foreign  Markets,  and  under- 
fbld  us ;  hinder  them  from  getting  any  more  of  our 
Wool,  and  the  Demand  for  our  Goods  Abroad, 
and  the  Price  of  them  rnufl  unavoidably  rife  to  their 
former  Height.  —  Thus  I  have  brought  down  my 
fhort  Narrative  of  the  Rife  and  Fall  of  the  Price  of 
Wool,  of  the  Growth  and  Decreafe  of  the  Woollen 
Trade,  to  the  ceafing  of  the  Plague.  After  the 
Plague  was  over,  and  Commerce  with  France  re- 
newed, our  Wool  funk  again  from  1 1  /.  and  12  /.  a 
Pack  to  7/.  or  7 /.  los.  and  has  ever  fmce  been 
gradually  finking  till  it  is  now  fallen  to  4/.  ioj. 
and  5  /.  a  Pack.  For  Wool  has  been  exported  in 
much  greater  Quantities  for  feveral  Years  laft  paft, 
chiefly  occafioned  by  the  Connivance,  or  Negled  of 
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Officers ;  and  it  is  computed  that  at  this  Time  France 
h.is,  of  our  Wool,   yearly,  300,000  Packs:  from 
which  Computation  I  can  demonstrate  that  they  get 
yearjy,    while  ia-e,  yearly,  lofe  the   getting  above 
8, 000,000 /.       But  if,    according   to  Calculations 
formerly  made,   Great  Britain  and  Ireland  produce, 
yearly,  800,000  Packs  of  Wool,  which  I  believe 
to  be  true,  then  France  has  yearly  from  us  500,000 
Packs.     What  mews  my  Calculation  to  be  right  is 
this:  I  fuppole  nobody  imagines  that  any  of  our 
Wool  is  deftroyed.     What  is  not  manufactured  at 
Home  is  Ibid  to  Foreigners.     There  can  be  no  more 
manufactured  than    what    is    combed,  fcribbled,   and 
carded;  but   there  are  not  now  a  third  Part  of  the 
Number  of  Combers,  Scriblers,  and  Carders  in  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  which  we  had  in  the  Year  1698  \ 
and  even  that  fmall  Number  has  not  full  Employ- 
ment.    From  hence  judge  of  the  prefent  flou riming 
Condition  of  the  Woollen  Manufactories  of  our  Ene- 
mies,  the  French,  and  of  the  Riches  arifing  to  them 
from  their  Trade.     The  deplorable  Condition  of  our 
own  Manufactures,  with  the  dreadful  Confluences 
of  their  Decay,  it  is  very  melancholy,  but  as  necef- 
iary  to  confider,  as  it  is  timely  to  repair. 


LETTER.     IV. 

IF  Wool  was  Sold  at  Home  for  14  and  1 6  /.  a  Pack 
when  our  Trade  was  in  a  flourifhing  Condition, 
and  has  continued  ever  fince  to  rife  and  fall  regular- 
ly in  proportion  to 'the  Exports  of  our  memufafiured 
Goods,  the  prdent  low  Price  of  it  fhe\vs  the  great 
decay  of  our  Trade.  As  I  obferved,  it  now  fells 
(unleis  it  be  fueh  as  is  made  fit  for  Manufacturing, 
and  that  may  fetch  6  /.)  for  5  and  ^l.  10  j.  a  Pack; 
from  whence  it  is  evident  that  we '  have  not  one 
third  Part  of  our  JPcol  M  A  N  u  s  A  c  T  u  R  z  D  at 
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Home,  or  one  third  Part  of  the  Quantity  of  Goods 
carried   to  Foreign    Markets,    which    we    formerly 
had,  and  might  have  again  carried  thither,  if  the 
Exportation  of  our  U*mamtfa8ter*d  Wool  were  ef- 
fectually prevented:  And  for  want  of  this  Demand 
from  Abroad  what  fcarcity  of  Money  muft  fuch  a 
prodigious  decay  of  the  Staple  Commodity  of  the 
Nation  occafion!  And  for  want   of   Employment 
what   Numbers    of    ruined  and    neceftitous  People 
muft  be  beholden  to  their  feveral  Parifhes  for   a 
Maintenance,  thereby  adding  greatly  to  the  Load 
of  our  Rates,  at  the  lame  time   rendering  us  lefs 
able  to  bear  it! — That  this  is  a  right  way  of  Rea-' 
foning,  appears  from   Faff,  fmce  the  Circulation  of 
Coin,  and  the   Number  of  Poor,  have  always  been 
equal  to  the  Quantity   of    Goods  manufaflttred  at 
Home^  and  fold  Abroad  ;  if  fo,  the  prdl-nt  fcarcity 
of  Money,  felt  and  complained  of  univerially,  and 
the  numerous  Poor  among  us,  prove  the  great  de- 
cay of  fyade.     As  we  may  argue  from  the  latter, 
us  from  a  known  Cuuje.  fo  we  may  as  iiiitly  reafon 
from  the  former,   as  from  a   certain  Ejfeff.     They 
prove,  each   other,  backward  and   forward.— —And 
what  makes  this  our  diftreffed  Condition  doubly  dii- 
tfreffed,  is  this ;  that  thole  Riches  and  that  Strength 
which  we  lofc  are  gained  by  our  potent  ambitious 
Neighbour^  and  irreconcileable  Enemies ,  the  French) 
(our  Iritcrefls  being  oppofite)  who  will  be  watchful 
to   lay  hold  of  every  Opportunity  to  ruin  us  \   and 
:now   ftand  Neuter  only  to   impoverifh  us  (till  the 
more  by  the  farther  D~fliMction  of  our  Trade  •,  thus 
deferring   the  Stroke  'till    they  can  ftrike  more  ef- 
fectually.    That  they  get  the  Trade  which  we  Iofe9 
is  undeniable,  becaufe  whenever  we  have  been  at 
Variance  with  them,  and  they  could  not  get  our  Un- 
manufattured  Wool^  the  rife  of  our  Trade  Abroad  has 
immediately  been  quick  and  great.     Thefe  Facts, 
already  cited  in  this  Narrative,  I  know  to  be  true, 
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and  ib  does  every  one  that  has  known  Bufinefsas  long 
as  I  have  done. — But  to  go  on  with  the  Account 
of  our  preicnt  State  of"  the  Woollen  Trade.  It  ap- 
pears not  only  from  the  great  fcarcity  of  Money •,  and 
the  Number  of  Poor  (there  being  above  Ekven  Hun- 
dred Tboitfand  capable  of  Work,  upon  the  Parijh 
Rates]  but  from  the  general  Teftimony  of  the  Wool-' 
kn  Manufacturers  from  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom, 
and  from  an  Argument  ftill  more  convincing  than 
their  <TeJlimonyy  from  the  Numbers  that  are  daily 
breaking^  and  others  leaving  off  Trade  in  Time,  that 
they  might  not  wafte  what  they  had  acquired  in 
better  times.  Here^  allb,  I  aflcrt  nothing  but 
what  I  can  witnefs  the  Truth  of:  And,  I,  my 
ielf,  am  one  of  thofe  who  Traded  'till  I  could 
Trade  no  longer  without  lo/ing  by  my  Bufmels.  I 
do  allure  the  Publick,  upon  the  Word  and  Faith 
of  a  Chriftian^  that,  though  I  may  prefume  to  un- 
derftand  it  as  well  as  moil  Men,  if  any  one  would 
give  me  Wool*  upon  Condition  that  I  mould  work 
it,  I  would  not  accept  it;  becaufe  if  I  propofed 
to  get  any  thing  by  it  I  mould  be  forc'd  to  ufe 
Methods  Ib  oppreffive  to  the  poor  Workmen  as  my 
Nature  could  not  bear.  As  I  was  defired  by  fb 
many  Thoufands  to  intereft  my  felf  in  this  Affair, 
feveral  of  the  diftrefs'd  Workmen  have  applied  to 
me  with  their  melancholly  Complaints  ;  and  I 
am  inform'd  that  the  following  Methods  of  Op- 
preffion  are  practic'd  by  Mafiers  ;  not  fo  much, 
perhaps,  from  a  cmel  or  avariticus  Temper,  as 
from  Neceffity.  Not  having  a  Subfiftence  without 
Irade,  they  were  willing  to  continue  it,  tho*  their 
Returns  were  fo  fmall,  and  the  Prices  of  their 
Goods  fo  low,  that  they  could  not  live  by  it, 
without  lowering  the  Price  of  Labour  to  fuch  a 
Degree  that  the  Labourers  cannot  pombly  fubfift 
upon  their  Wages ;  all  which  is  owing  to  the 
French's  being  able  to  GLUT  Foreign  Markets,  and 
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underfett  us,  by  rcafon  of  the  great  .Quantities  of 
their  own  cheap  Wool  which  they  can  mix  with 
ours,  and  the  cheapnefs  of  their  Labourers  Rents 
and  Foody  many  of  whom  live  only  upon  Bread 
and  Garlick.  The  Methods  are  thefe.  - —  If  the 
Matter  has  any  Goods  that  are  Moth-eaten,  braid- 
ed, fcorched  in  the  Prefs,  torn  in  the  Tenters,  or 
on  any  other  Account  unfit  for  Sale,  he  obliges  his 
Labourers  to  take  them  at  double  the  Price  which 
they  can  get  for  them  •,  and  as  a  Security  to  the 
Mqfter  that  they  fhall  take  thefe  Goods,  every 
one  of  his  Labourers  depofites  one  Shilling  in  his 
Hand,  deducted  out  of  his  Labour.  In  other 
Places  the  Mafters  oblige  each  Labourer  to  return, 
out  of  his  Wages,  one  Shilling  a  Week,  without 
allowing  them  any  Goods  for  it ;  fome  doing  this 
under  the  Pretence  of  a  Lodging,  though  the  La- 
bourers have  no  fuch  thing  ;  and  others,  without 
the  Formality  of  any  Pretence  at  all,  taking  it  on- 
ly for  employing  them.  And  to  make  the  moft  of 
this  cruel,  opprefirve  Scheme,  they  employ  thirty 
two  Men  a  Week  to  do  the  Work  only  of  twelve 
that  they  may  have  the  Benefit  of  the  Deduction 
of  thirty  two  Shillings :  By  which  Means  it  has 
happen'd  that  a  poor  Labourer  at  the  Week's  End 
has  had  but  Four-pence  Half-penny  for  the  Support 
of  himfelf  and  Family  •,  as  one  of  them  told  me 
.  but  laft  Saturday  that  he  is  ready  to  appear  before 
the  Parliament  to  make  Affidavit  of  it.  A  Senfe 
of  Compallion  towards  fuch  miferable  Sufferers  can- 
not but  tenderly  affect  the  Hearts  of  all  Pcrlbns 
that  have  either  Chriftian  £karity,  or  common  Hu- 
manity ;  but  every  Subject  of  Great  Britain  is  more 
ienfibly  affected,  by  this  deplorable  State  of  our 
'Trade ,  from  Reafbns  of  Self-Intereft,  drawn  from 
the  Confequences  of  fuch  a  total  decay  of  our 
Woollen  Manufafturies ^  upon  the  pullick  Welfare, 
and  the  Safety  of  *  the  Government :  For,  to  this  it 
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is  chiefly  owing  ("though  Perfons,  unacquainted  with 
the  Nature  of  Commerce  and  the  Circulation  of  Trade^ 
do  not  lee  the  Original  Caufe  of  thole  Evils  which 
they  feel)  that  in  London  and  in  other  Towns  Ib  ma- 
ny Tradefmen  fail,  Ib  many  Houfes  (land  empty,  fb 
little  Bitfinefs  and  lefs  Money  is  ftirring ;  that  in  the 
Country  Ib  many  Farmers  are  forced  to  leave  their 
Farms,  or  have  confiderable  Abatements  made  in 
their  Rents,  and  that  fo  many  of  them  break  in- 
debted to  their  Landlords  •,  that  in  all  Markets  the 
Prices  of  their  Commodities  are  lowered  fo  much 
beyond  what  they  bore  when  the  Poor,  by  being 
employed,  had  more  Money  to  go  to  Market  with, 
and  other s^    by  the  Circulation  of  Foreign   Money, 
imported   hither  in  return  for   the  Labour  of  our 
Workmen^  could  afford  to  buy  more  Goods,   give  a 
better  Price,  and  pay  better  for  them.     Whereas, 
now,    in   Prudence  they  muft   make  fhift  without 
many  Conveniences,  as  well  as  Superfluities^  or  con- 
tract Debts  which  they  cannot  difcharge.     This  is 
our  prefent  Evil  State ;  and  this  State  is  owing  to 
the  Exportation  of  Unmanufactured  Wool  to  France. 
That  fome  immediate  Remedy  ought  to  be  applied, 
every  one  will  own,  if  he  be  a  Friend  to  his  Kingy 
his  Country ;  or  bimfelf.     It  is  very  plain  that  the 
Laws,  now  in  Being,  are  nor  fufficient  to  prevent 
fuch  Exportation.     If  it  be  ask'd,  why  they  are  not 
as  effectual,  as  they  ufed  to  be  formerly,    the  An- 
fwer  is  fhort  and  eafy.     Religion  is  at  as  low  an  Ebb 
as  Trade.    When  Confcience  had  its  proper  Influence, 
and  Men  had  a  Senfe  of  Duty,    they  would  not 
make  free  with  Oaths,  or  fell  their  King  and  Coun* 
try,  for  their  private  Advantage.     That  Cement  of 
Society  being   diflblved,    that   Barrier  of  publick 
Good  deftroyed,  perfonal  Intereft  takes  place  of  the 
National  one,  and  the  moft  facred  Obligations,  give 
way  to  avaritious  and  ambitious  Views.     It  is  worth 
while  for  France  to  give  large  Premiums  to  bribe  Of- 
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fleers,  and  in  fuch  corrupted  Times  Officers  will  not 
have  Honefly  enough  to  refufe  them  -,  as  appears 
too  evidently  from  Experience.  The  State  of  the 
French  Manufacturies  are  a  Proof  that  they  have  our 
M7ool  in  large  Quantities,  becaule  they  could  not 
have  improved  them  without  it.  An  Account  of 
them  was  publifhed,  (though  foon  out  of  Print)  in  a 
Journal  of  Mr.  Mun's  j  from  whence  the  Daily  Pofi 
three  Months  ago  made  an  Abftrad.  But  a  Ser- 
vant of  my  own,  who  fled  for  Debt  to  France,  and 
was  employed  in  their  Manufacturies,  has  afiiired 
me  that  they  can  have  any  Quantity  of  our  Wool 
that  they  want.  In  the  room,  therefore,  of  Offi- 
cers, who,  befides  their  liablenefs  to  Corruption^  are 
very  expenjfoe  to  the  Nation,  I  have  offered  my 
Scheme,  of  an  Univerfal  Regiftry ;  which,  under  any 
Penalty  whatfoever,  I  am  ready,  before  the  Parlia- 
ment^ or  any  Number  of  the  Court  of  Aldermen  and 
Common  Council^  to  defend  j  and  mew  it  to  be  as  ef- 
feflual,  as  it  is  eafy  and  familiar ;  adapted  to  the 
Nature  of  our  Conftitution,  aud  the  Liberty  of  the 
Subject,  i  Since  I  began  this  Letter  I  have  met 
with  fbme  Objections  againfl  my  Calculations  and 
Scheme ;  and  the  next  Week  an  Anfwer  to  them 
/hall  conclude  what  I  have  to  fay  on  this  important 
Subject  -,  and  I  fhall  think  my  felf  happy  if  I  can 
offer  any  thing  that  may  be  inftrumental  in  faving 
ib  many  families  from  Ruin,  promoting  the  Wel- 
fare and  Profperity  of  the  Nation,  and  fecuring  to 
us  our  Religious  and  Civil  Rights  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  his  prefent  Majefty  and  his  Royal  Iffue. 


LETTER.     V. 

THE  firft  Objection  that  I  mall  take  Notice  of, 
concerns  the  Quantity  of  Unmanufactured  Wool 
exported.     It  is  laid,  that  we  do  not  export  above 
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JOG  Pounds  worth  of  Goods  from  Lvndon^  and  I 
imagine  that  the  r^ft  of  the  Nation  (fmce  the  Eitab- 
lifhment  of  Blackseti-HaU)  may  not  export  more 
than  that  Quantity.  From  whence  it  is  argued, 
that  Great-Britain  and  Ireland  do  not  produce  800000 
Packs  of  Wool.  But,  with  moft  humble  Submiffion 
to  thole  worthy  Gentlemen,  who  make  this  Objec- 
tion, it  proves  nothing  more  than  the  Decay  of 
Trade.  If  they  will  turn  back  to  the  Exports  of 
our  Manufactories  in  the  Times  of  their  Prcfperity 
when  France  had  not  our  Unmanufactured  Wool,  they'll 
find  them  to  be  exceeding  large.  To  give  one  In- 
fiance.  In  the  Year  1698,  at  Brtftol  Fair,  only,  in 
eight  Days  time  the  Dutch  and  Spanifh  Merchants  and 
Factors  bought  above  1 50000  Pounds  worth  of  Wool- 
len Goods ;  befides  what  was  carried  from  Bridge- 
neater  in  a  Dutch  Dogger.  Mimhead,  Barn/table  * 
Bitheford^  Topjlam,  or  Exon ;  along  the  South  Chan- 
nel, London^  Backing  and  Brainlry,  Norwich  and  Tar- 
mouth,  we  have  all  imaginable  Reafon  to  conclude, 
Ibid  proportionable  Quantities  for  Exportation.  Be- 
fides  what  was  exported  from  Ireland  (who  then  had 
a  free  Trade)  by  Dutch  and  Spani/h  Merchants  and 
Factors,  from  Cork^  ToughaU,  Waterford  and  Dublin^ 
that  I  knew  of;  as  alfo,  great  Quantities  of  Sheep's 
grey  and  white  Frizes  and  Stockings.  I  much  qud- 
tion  whether  'Taunt on  has- now  above  soooo/.  Stock 
in  the  Woollen  Manufacturies,  and  whether,  thro* 
the  badnefs  of  the  Times,  they  can  turn  their  Mo- 
ney more  than  once  a  Year,  whereas  at  the  above- 
mentioned  Period  they  had  four  times  as  much,  and 
could  turn  their  Money  four  times  a  Year.  'Tis  the 
fame  at  From,  &c.  The  fmall  Exports  from  Lon- 
don and  other  Parts,  of  late  Years,  can't  difprove  the 
Facts  which  I  have  cited,  but  only  fhew  that  our  far- 
mer Trade  is  loft ;  as  the  State  of  the  French  Ma- 
nufadturies  fhew  that  they  have  got  it,  and  by  the 
Means  of  our  Unmanufactured  Wool,  without  which 

they 


they  Could  not  poffibly  have  improved  their  Tracta 
What  the  exact  Quantity  of  Wool  ^produced  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  is,  we  can  never  tell,  without 
an  Univerfal  Regiftry,  but  all  experienced  Dealers,  wha 
have  had  the  beft  Opportunities  of  making  an  Efti- 
mate,  for  forty  Years  together,  have  agreed  to  lay 
it  at  about  800000  Packs.  However,  be  the  Quan- 
tity what  it  will,  fince  it  is  fufficient,-  if  exported,  Un- 
vwnufaftured,  to  France^  to  impoverish  and  enflave 
us,  we  fhall  be  unpardonably  wanting  to  our  own 
Safety  and  Happinels,  if  we  any  longer  neglect  to- 
prevent  the  Exportation  of  it,  which  never  can  be 
done  effectually,  but  by  an  Univerfal  Regiftry ;  and 
that  not  in  the  Hands  of  Officers,  but  in  Trade. 

Mr.  Hambleton,  the  Projector*  has  propofed  a 
Scheme,  which"  would  effectually  make  Slaves  of  us, 
He  would  have  a  Number  of  Officers  to  purchafe  all 
the  Growth  of  Britifo  and  Irijh  Wool  5  by  which  he 
Ihews  that  either  he  knows  nothing  of  the  true  Inte- 
reft  and  Welfare  of  his  Country,  or  has  no  Regard 
to  them.  For,  firft,  I  would  ask  him  where  he  would 
find  a  fufficient  Number  of  Officers  of  Skill  and  Ho- 
nefty  enough  to  diftinguifh  the  Value  of  every  Pack  of 
Wool,  and  to  give  the  Proprietors  che  proper  Price 
for  it.  If  we  mould  be  fo  happy  as  to  prevent  the 
Exportation  of  our  Wool,  it  would  rife  again  to  12, 
14,  and  i6/.  a  Pack-,  but  by  this  Scheme  the  Pro- 
prietors muft  lofe  the  Benefit  of  a  rlfmg  Market,  be- 
caufe  thefe  Officers  can  let  what  Price  they  pleafe  up- 
on it ;  and  the  Manufafturers  who  mult  buy  it  of  them, 
will  be  faddled  with  a  moft  exorbitant  Price,  or  elfe 
they'll  fell  it  to  France,  where  they  can  make  a  bet- 
ter  Bargain.  But,  as  fome  Perfons  of  great  Account, 
have  infmuated  to  me,  the  French  being  our  good  Al- 
lies, it  is  our  Intereft  to  let  them  have  our  Wool.  That 
is,  in  plain  Englijh,  it  is  our  Intereft,  to  make  them 
a  Compliment  of  our  Wealth  and  Strength  •,  and  in 
Regard  to  their  great  Love  and  Generofity  towards 

us. 


to  make  them  our  Majlers  ;  and  put  it  in  their  Pow- 
er to  do  what  they  pleafe  with  us.  Oh,  but  we  mall 
difoUige  them,  if  we  keep  our  Wool  from  them. 
That  is,  they  are  fuch  hearty  Friends  to  us,  that,  un- 
lefs  we  give  them  our  Eftates,  become  Beggars,  that 
they  may  be  Rich ;  Slaves,  that  they  may  accomplilh 
their  Views  of  Univerfal Monarchy ;  unleis,  I  fay,  you'll 
grant  them  thefe  few  reafonable  Things,  they'll  be 
very  angry  and  quarrel  with  you. 

Others,  from  better  Motives,  object  that  there  is 
no  Occafion  for  an  Univerfa!  Regiftry,  fmce  in  many 
Parimes  there  are  not  Sheep  enough  to  make  it  worth 
while. 

To  this  Objection  I  anfwer  in  few  Words ;  firft* 
that  if  there  were  any  Parifhes  left  without  a  Regiftry, 
FRANCE  would  foon  find  out  Ways  of  getting  Wool 
carried  thither  for  their  Ufe.  Secondly,  That  Manu- 
facturies  would  extend  themfelves  (to  the  great  Im- 
provement of  the  Gentlemen's  Eftates,  without  their 
running  any  Hazards  in  the  planting  them)  which 
would  occafion  an  increafe  of  the  Wool  in  many  Pa- 
rimes  where  now  there  is  but  little. 

Other  well-meaning  People  are  afraid  of  laying  a 
Burthen  upcn  thofe  who  are  to  keep  the  Regiftries* 
and  likewife  upon  the  Proprietors  who  may  be  plagued 
by  the  Ill-nature  and  Impertinence  of  the  Regifters. 

This  holds  equally  againft  obliging  the  Subjects 
to  fuftain  any  Office  of  Trouble  for  the  publick  Goody 
and  againft  all  Laws,  however  beneficial  upon  the 
whole,  becaufe  in  particular  Inftances  the  Execution 
of  them  may  be  attended  with  fome  Inconveniencies. 
All  the  Inconveniencies  (which  are  only  imaginary) 
that  the  Ignorant  can  luppoie  to  arife  to  the  Proprietors 
are  no  Balance  againft  the  vaft  Advantages  that  would 
accrue  to  them.  And  as  to  the  Regifters,  they  will 
be  fo  far  from  thinking  their  Office  any  Hardlhip, 
that  they  will  be  thankful  for  it ;  and  that,  too, 
without  the  leaft  Oppreffion  upon  the  Pul. 

D 


(       20'   ) 

A  certain  Great  Man  told  me,  there  was  no  Oc- 
cafion  for  an  Univerfal  Regijlry  to  prevent  the  Expor- 
tation of  Wool,  when  we  might  command  Foreign 
Markets  by  lowering  Englijh  Labour.— But,  is  it  not 
a  much  fhorter  Way,  to  hinder  our  Neighbours  from 
carrying  any  Goods  thither,  and  by  that  Means 
keeping  the  Markets  intirely  to  ourfelves,  and  fix- 
ing our  own  Prices  ?— Neither  is  itpoffible,  while  the 
French  have  our  Wool,  to  lower  our  Wages  fo  much 
as  to  be  able  to  underfell  them  ;  as  I  have  already 
fhewn.  Our  Labour  is  fo  low  already  that  our  La- 
bourers can't  fubfift — and  if  we  could  do  it,  the  Na- 
tion would  be  the  Lofers  by  it  •,  provided,  we  lower- 
ed the  Price  of  our  Goods  proportionably.  Who- 
ever knows  any  thing  of  2r<fc&,  knows,  that  the 
Riches  of  a  Trading  Nation  arife  from  the  Labour  of 
the  People  j  and  confequently  that  the  higher  the 
Wages  for  manufacturing  Goods  that  are  Sold  Abroad, 
the  more  Riches  are  brought  into  the  Country,  be- 
caule  Foreigners  pay  for  the  Labour. 

The  laft  Obje6Hon  that  I  fhall  mention,  arifes 
purely  from  a  Miftake  of  the  Faft.  They  urge, 
that  it  is  monopolizing  Trade,  if  it  be  granted,  as  it 
is  requefted,  in  Charter.  But  it  is  propofed  that  eve- 
ry one  fhall  have  the  Liberty  of  Manufacturing  Goods, 
upon  Condition  only  that  he  Regifters  the  Wool,  ac- 
cording to  my  Scheme,  left,  under  a  Pretence  of 
making  Cloth  for  the  Ufe  of  his  Family,  he  mould 
run  Wool.  All  the  Monopoly  that  the  Proprietors 
under  the  Charter  will  enjoy,  will  be,  the  Care  of 
feeing  the  Regijlry  faithfully  executed,  fo  as  to  An- 
fwer  the  Purpofes  intended  by  it. 

N.  B.  If  any  Gentleman,  Merchant,  or  tfradefman- 
of  Character,  wants  to  be  farther  fatisfied,  as  to  any 
Part  of  my  Scheme,  if  he  pleafes  to  give  me  No- 
tice by  a  Penny  Poft  Letter,  directed  to  me  at  Eure* 
Grc^'d-Lam,  So'iitlmark,  I'll  wait  on  him. 

A 


(      21      } 

A  SCHEME  to  prevent  the  Exfortation 
of  Unmaniifaffured  WOOL. 

I.   T  T  is  humbly  propofed,  That  a  Regiftry  be  e£ 
X  tablilhed  in  every  Parifh,  throughout  Great 
Britain,  and  .  and  that  the  Parifh-Clerk, 

Tything-man  or  'Overfcer  of  the  Poor,  (either  of 
them  as  fhall  be  thought  proper  .by  Parliament)  be 
appointed  Regifter  of  each  of  th  ve  Parifhes, 

who  (hall  rcgiftcr  all  Wool  grown  in,  brought  in, 
Ibid  out,  pulled-ofr  Skins  manufactured  ;  what 
Stocks,  and  in  whofe  Hands~-Either  of  thefe  Men 
being  moft  fit  to  ierve,  they  knowing  within  a  few 
Sheep  what  any  Perfon  keeps  or  fhears  in  their  re- 
fpective  Parifhes  ;  and  if  altered  out  of  the  Parifh, 
Jto  give  Permits.  Charge  of  Rcgiftring  from  One 
Pack  to  any  Number,  if  One  Man's  Property,  to 
be  but  Two-pence,  and  for  Permit  Two-pence. 
II.  ALL  Sheep-mafters  in  Hours  after 

ee    or  Lambs,  on  Pain  of 


fhall  repair  to  the  Regifter  of  their  Parifh,  and  give 
a  true  Account  of  the  Number  of  Fleeces,  and  the 
Weight  of  all  their  Wool  to  be  regiftred  to  his  Ac- 
count, with  a  Duty  of  5  s.  per  Pound,  which  is  a- 
bout  the  Value  of  Labour  to  manufacture  it,  and 
jhere  remain  chargeable,  till  fold  ;  and  before  the 
Property  is  altered,  on  Pain  of  to  Bayer  and 

Seller,  repair  to  the  Regifter's  Office  of  that  Parifh 
where  bought,  and  regifter  it  to  the  Buyer's  Account, 
with  the  faid  Duty,  difcharging  the  former  Proprie- 
tor; and  if  altered  out  the  Panm,  to  take  the  Re- 
gifter's Permit  :  And  fo  from  Hand  to  Hand,  as 
bought  or  fold,  till  made  appear  it  is  thoroughly 
manufactured,  and  then  fully  difcharged. 

N.  B.  This  Duty  charged  is  never  Money  out  of 

Stock  to  fair  Traders,  but  charged  to  pin  it 

down  ;  which  will  put  it  out  of  the  Power  of 

D  ^  Foreigners 
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Foreigners  to  tempt,  or  Owlers  or  others  to 
furnifh  them  with  any  more  unmanufactured 
Wool,  Worfted,  or  Yarn  from  Great  Britain , 
Ir eland ,  &c. 

III.  ALL  Fell-mongers,   or  others  pulling  Wool 
oft  Skins,  as  foon  as  dry,  mall  in  Manner  aforefaid 
regifter  the  Number  of  Skins  and  Weight  thereof, 
with  the  Duty  as  afore  charged  to  their  Account  \ 
and  fo  from  Hand  to  Hand,  as  bought  or  fold,  till 
made  appear  thoroughly  manufactured,  then  fully 
difcharged. 

IV.  ALL  Perfons  buying  Pounds  of 
Worfted  or  Yarn,  on  Pain  of  to  Buyer 
and  Seller,  before  the  Property  is  altered,  lhall  re- 
pair to  the  Regifter  of  the  Parifh,  and  regifter  it  to 
the  Buyer's  Account,  with  the  Duty  aforefaid,  dif- 
charging  the  former  Proprietor  for  fb  much ;  and  if 
altered  out  of  the  Parifh,  take  the  Regifter's  Per- 
mit ;  and  fo  from  Hand   to  Hartd,  as  bought  or 
fold,    till  made  appear  thoroughly  manufactured, 
then  fully  difcharged. 

N.  B.  V.  WH  E  RE  AS  feveral  Worfted  and  Yarn- 
makers  for  Hofe,  Caps  and  Crewils,  &c.  often  fell 
it  by  the  Ounce,  it  is  propofed  that  they  fhall  make 
Oath  once  a  Quarter  before  the  Regifter,  and  Three 
or  more  of  their  Parifhioners  who  beft  know  their 
Characters  and  Dealings,  that  to  the  beft  of  their 
Knowledge  all  the  Wool  they  bought  that  Quarter, 
was  and  is  to  be  manufactured  thoroughly  in  thefe 
His  Majefty's  Dominions ;  and  that  fuch  Oaths  fo 
taken  fhall  difcharge  the  Daty  aforefaid. 

VI.  No  Foreigner,  on  any  Pretence,  if  not  a 
Subject  and  an  Inhabitant  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
6fr.  to  buy  Wool,  Worfted,  or  Yarn,  on  Pain  of 
Forfeiture  of  the  faid  Goods,  and  fix  times  the  Va- 
lue, fuch  Foreigner,  being  convicted  before  the  Re- 
gifter and  three  Parifhioners,  to  be  imprifoned,  the 
penalty  to  be  the  Prize  of  the  Informer. 

VII.  ANY 


(     23    ) 

VII.    ANY  Parifhioner,   paying  Parilh  Rates, 

fliall,  on  Demand,  infpecb  the  Register's  Accounts; 
and  it  he  does  difcover  Fraud,  report  the  lame  at 
the  next  Quarter  Scflions  to  the  Bench  of  Juftices 
for  that  County  wherein  their  Parifh  is,  who  fhall 
adjudge,  fine,  and  puniih  Offenders. 

VIII.  ALL  Regifters  to  give  Attendance  from 
Seven  in  the  Morning  till  Twelve  at  Noon,  and 
from  Two  till  Five  in  the  Evening,  except  the 
Hours  of  Service  at  Church  •,  and  if  Negled  or 
Fraud  is  committed  by  the  Regifler,  or  againft  the 
Regiftry  to  be  adjudged,  fined  and  punifhed  by  the 
Bench  of  Juftices,  at  the  next  Quarter  Seflions,  held 
for  that  County  where  the  Offence  is  committed, 
without  Lawyer  or  Law-fuits  -,  but  the  Complainant 
to  fet  forth  by  Petition  to  the  Bench  of  Juftices,  and 
the  Defendant  to  make  his  Defence  without  Solicitor 
or  Lawyer :  No  Clerks  or  others  to  extort  or  demand 
Fees  on  Pain  of  — —  This  is  iuiting  my 

Scheme  to  our  Conftitution,  as  near  as  I  was  capable  ; 
for  every  honeft  Man  is  willing  to  be  judged  by  his 
Neighbours,  who  beft  know  him  in  his  Dealings ; 
for  therein  a  Man  is  beft  known. 

IX.  EVERY  Regifter  throughout  Great  Britain, 
and  Ireland^  &c.  in  their  reipec~ttve  Counties,  under 
Pain  of  fhall  the  lecond  Day  of  each  Quar- 
ter Scflions  for  ever,  deliver  in  to  the  Bench  of  Ju£ 
rices  a  true  Account  of  all  Wool  grown  in,  brought 
in,  and  pulled  off  Skins  and  Weight  thereof  Ibid 
out    manufactured  ;    what   Stocks,    and  in  whole 
Hands  in  each  of  their  reipective  Parifhes. 

X.  AND  on  Pain  of  to  the  Juftices  of 
Peace  in  each  County  omitting  throughout  thele  His 
Majefty's  Dominions  every  Year  fending  up  an  at- 
tefted  Copy  of  all  the  Regifters  Accounts,  to  the 
Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Par- 
liament aflembled,  the  firft  Week  of  their  Sitting, 
that  they  may  have  the  Account  of  the  Growth  and 
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Manufacture  of  all  the  Wool  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland;  which  will  let  the  Infpe6tion  above  the  Pol- 
fibility  of  Frauds  which  Officers  might  be  tempted 
to  practife. 

XI.  THAT  as  many  Ports  be  opened  in  England 
and  Ireland^    for  Exporting  or  Importing  Wool, 
Worded,  Yarn,  or  any  Species  of  Woollen  manu- 
factured Goods  from  Ireland,  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
fair  Trader,  as  mail  be  thought  requifite  by  the  Wif- 
dom  of  Parliament. 

XII.  THAT  none  but  Englijh  Owners  do  freight 
with   Wool,    Worfted,    Yarn,    or  any  Species  qf 
Woollen    manufactured   Goods  from  Ireland  •,  and 
thofe  Ships  firft  to  be  regiftred  before  the  Bench  of 
Juftices,   at  the  Quarter  SefTions  for  that  County 
wherein  the  Parim  and  Abode  of  the  Owners  is,  the 
better  to  know  their  Characters,  and  whether  they 
and  their  Sureties  Circumftance  are  anfwerable  for 
the  Obligation  they  enter  into. 

XIII.  THAT  fuch  Matter  of  Veffel  fhall  repair 
to  the  proper  Regifter,  on  Pain  of  and  regif- 
ter  all  the  Wool,  Worfted,  Yarn,  or  Woollen  ma- 
nufactured Goods  from  Ireland  fhe  freights  withal, 
with  a  Djty  of  5  s.  per  Pound,  charged  to  the  Ship 
and  Owners  Account,  difcharging  the  former  Pro- 
prietors ;    and  when  cleared  His  Majefty's  Cuftom- 
houfe,  fail  as  configned,  and  fo  remain  chargeable 
till  an  Account  arrives  from  fuch  Regifters  where 
imported  ;  then  charged   to  them  to  whom  me  is 
confign'd,  difcharging  the  faid  VerTel,  and  as  before, 
regifter  here  in  England  from  Hand  to  Hand,  as 
bought  or  fold,  till  it  appears  to  be  thoroughly  ma- 
nufactured, then  fully  difcharged. 

XIV.  THAT  an  Account  mail  be  fent,  on  a  cer- 
tain Penalty  to  any  Regifter  who  neglects,  the  laft 
Day  of  every  Month,  where  fuch  Goods  were  im- 
ported, to  all  thofe  Regifters  from  whence  exported, 
the  Ships,  Matters,  and  Owners  Names,  with  juft 

Returns 


Returns  of  their  Bills  of  Lading,  compared  with 
their  Books  from  whence  exported,  which  will  make 
appear  if  any  is  run,  allowing  Time  for  Performance 
of  the  Voyage  :  Poftage  free  on  this  Affair. 

XV.  THAT  any  Ship  miffing,  the  Owners,  Sure- 
ties, Matter  and  Men  be  fued  and  profecuted  at  His 
Majefty's  Suit  and  Charge,  except  made  plain  ap- 
pear fhe  was  wreckt  at  Sea  ;  which  if  it  mould  hap- 
pen on  any  Shore  out  of  His  Majefty's  Dominions, 
they  fhall  not  break  Bulk  •,  and  if  they  cannot  fave 
the  Veffel,  (if  it  can  be  done  with  Safety  to  their 
LivesJ  mail  let  Fire  to  her,  and  burn  the  Cargo,  to 
prqvent  its  falling  into  Foreigners  Hands,  on  Pain 
of  them  and  their  Sureties  being  profecuted  as  if  il- 
legally exporting  it. 

XVI.  I  N  cafe  ct  War  no  Ship  laden  with  Wool, 
Worfted,  Yarn,  or  any  Species  of  Woollen  Manu- 
facturies  from  Inland,    fhall  fail  without  Convoy, 
and  obey  Sailing  Orders  on  Pain  of  the  Owners  and 
Sureties  being  profecuted  as  if  illegally  exporting  it : 
For  defigning  Men,    with  French  paflfes,  ufed  laft 
Wars  to  run  into  Privateers  Hands ;  and  what  has 
been,  may  be  again. 

XVII.  WH  E  N-  Three  Ships  or  more  are  freighted 
with  Wool,  &c.  from  Ireland^  the  Cargoes  regiflred, 
and  cleared    at  his  Maieftv's  Cuftom-Houfe,    the 

-*          * 

Cuptain  ttationed  for  Convoy,  on  Days  No- 

tice given,  fhall  fail  next  fair  Wind,  on  Pain  of  fuch 
Captain  being  for  ever  rendered  incapable  of  ferving 
His  Majefty  ;  and  fuch  Merchants  mall  recover  their 
Damage  of  him  by  their  Action  at  Law.  The 
Projector  of  this  Scheme,  SAMUEL  WEBBER,  fuf- 
fcred  in  the  Year  1708  by  fuch  Neglect  of  Captain 
Wade  Commander  of  the  Adventure,  then  ftationed 
and  in  Harbour  with  us ;  as  did  Mr.  Bambury^  Mr. 
CocbiU  of  Bytbeford^  the  two  Lakes.,  fen.  and  jun. 
Mr.  Hefterbrock,  Mr.  Pyke,  and  Mr.  Hogg  of  Appk- 
,  Mr.  Warman  of  Barnjiabky  Eight  Ships  more 

from 
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from  Briftol  and  Minehead,  all  which  can  be  proved 
by  living  Witnefies.  —  I  am  fenfible  of  my  Imper- 
fections, but  would  humbly  beg  your  Honours  to 
fupply  my  Defects.  It  might  be  expected  in  Sea- 
Ports  of  much  Bufmefs,  to  allow  fomewhat  more  to 
Regifters,  wherever  it  can  be  done  without  clog- 
ging Trade  -,  for  the  Property  of  the  private  Sub* 
ject,  as  well  as  the  publick  Intereft  of  His  Majefty, 
and  of  the  Nation,  is  what  I  build  my  Projection 
upon. 


TOSTSCRITT. 

AS  the  Woollen  Manufacturers  juftly  oblerve, 
the  Act  obtained  laft  Sefliorts  to  bring-  Iri/Jj 
Yarn  hither,  Duty  free,  will  not  prevent  the  Ex- 
portation of  our  Unmanufactured  Wool  to  Foreigners ^ 
and  therefore  it  would  prove  highly  prejudicial  to  our 
Worded  and  Yarn  Makers  ;  but  if  the  Nation 
Ihould  be  Ib  happy  as  to  have  an  Act  pafs'd  for  an 
Univerfal  Regiftry  of  all  the  Growth  of  great  Bri- 
tain's and  Ireland's  Wool,  then  to  let  Ireland  fend 
their  Yarn,  and  Wool,  both  Duty  free,  will  be  of 
great  Advantage  to  his  Majefty  and  Britifo  Sub- 
jects, and  be  a  fufficient  Inducement  to  the  Irifo 
Parliament  and  Nation  to  comply  with  an  Univer- 
fal Regiftry, 
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